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What is Office 365?
Office 365
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service developed by Microsoft to provide safe, secure, remotely hosted, web

Common Sense Media
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-based email, calendaring and collaboration services to business and

Musical.ly
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educational institutions. The O365 platform provides students with the tools

Parent Workshops
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Focus on Students
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Office 365 is a cloud-based

they are already familiar with using such as Word, PowerPoint, and Excel.
However by using O365, students and teachers are able to share and
collaborate easily. This makes O365 a great platform for preparing our
students for the workforce and world they will one day lead. A recent IDC
(International Data Corporation) study noted that the use of Microsoft Office,
coupled with the ability to communicate and problem solve, were the top
skills needed for jobs in the workforce through 2020.
Our O365 license allows students to download the full version of Office 2016
on up to five devices for free while enrolled in the Wa-Nee School District.

Screen Time for Students: Quality vs. Quantity
Screen time for students has become a hot topic in schools and homes
across the United States. Parents, teachers, and community members
are asking the question, “What is the appropriate screen time for my
child?” While there are many experts sharing their thoughts and studies,
it is basically a family decision.
One question that can help parents evaluate a child’s screen time is the
idea of quality versus quantity. Many of the studies discuss limits on
“entertainment media.” This would include things such as watching TV, certain forms of YouTube videos, playing
video games, etc. On the other hand, some apps, games, and videos are higher quality and would not fall solely in
the entertainment-media category. The lists below compare high-quality and low-quality screen-time activities.
While the list is not exhaustive, it provides some means for family discussion.
For further detailed reading visit www.brightpips.com/screen-time-quality-quantity/

High Quality Screen Time


Students creatively making videos,

Low Quality Screen Time


books, music, etc.

Students watching random YouTube
videos.



Students exploring their interests.



Students learning while playing
games.



Low Level “Let’s Play” videos created
by amateur gamers.



Students networking.



Students viewing advertisements.



Students playing together using



Students playing games that

multiplayer games.


encourage in-app purchases.

Students using games and apps to
keep them fit and active.



Students reading eBooks and book
apps.



Students consuming media that is
not age appropriate.



Screens before bedtime

8 Rules for Safe Smartphone Use
https://d1pmarobgdhgix.cloudfront.net/review/PT-smartphone-rules-2016.mp4

Is This App, Book, Movie Music... Appropriate for my student?
It is more difficult than ever to determine if our children are using appropriate books, movies, apps, etc. Use Common
Sense Media to help you make decisions that are right for your family.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

Is Musical.ly Appropriate for my Child?
Musical.ly has become very popular for tweens and teens. The app is used to create short lip-syncing
videos with popular songs in the background. There are also musical performances, singing, comedy
and dancing videos. It is considered a social app, with the ability to like, follow, and comment on
other’s videos. You can have a private account on Musical.ly, but unless you change this in settings,
it is by default a public account. Changing the account to private allows only people you approve to
see your musicals. Another setting to consider changing would be the location setting to keep a student’s location
protected.
Even with a private account, students can find explicit content if they choose. Due to this Common Sense Media rates it
for 16+ and Apple at 12+.
Overall, it is a fun app that many enjoy, but parents need to be aware and keep conversations open with your children.

“Changing your account to

private allows only people you
approve to see your musicals”

Parent Workshops on Digital Citizenship
Supporting and Empowering Families Raising Children in Today’s Digital World
What: Focus on teaching children to think critically, participate responsibly, and behave ethically in their
online lives.
May 2nd


May 11th

Nappanee Elementary School



6:30-8:00 PM



Open to all Wa-Nee Community

The same content will be
offered for your convenience.

School Parents



NorthWood Middle School



6:30-8:00 PM



Open to all Wa-Nee Community
School Parents

Student Focus:

NES class playing Mystery Skype with a class in Noble County.

NES students blogging.

NWHS student working on Anchor
Activities.

A NWHS student creating a
“Fakebook” for a VIP from WWII.

